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Brought Here by a Poor Italian
Whose Grandfather Owned

It Before Him.

Destitute and Dying, the Musician Sold
It to a Noted Brooklyn

Connoisseur.

FOUND TO BE GUARNERIUS.

Many Experts Examined It and Pronounced
It Genuine.Wonderfully Sweet and
Harmonious in Tone.Carefully

Guarded by Its Owner.

When Alesio Passarello left his home,
under the blue skies of sunny Italy and
u ithin sight of Mount Vesuvius, to better
his condition in life in the land of the
free, he had two possessions which he
prized next to life itself. They were his
wife, who was as poor as himself, and
his violin. The former was thf love of
his early youth, who cheerfully forsook
homo and kindred to share his fortunes in
America, but the instrument was an heir¬
loom, having descended to him from his

TWO
grandfather, who was a virtuoso in tin
latter quarter of the eighteenth century
The family of Passarello had become lm
poverishe<l, as did the nation, through
Italy's wars, and naught was saved from
the wreck but the violin. This, Alesio
was told by his father, was a rare and a

valuable Instrument, and he enjoined the
young man never to part with It.
Alesio studied musle. but In a desultory

Bort of wny. and never reached the enal
nence of a maestro, but could play pleas
Ingly, and was in much demand at the vll
lage fetes and concerts. He was told
that he would have play for his talents
In America, where everybody Loved music,
and so. packing up hi* few belongings, and
with his wife and cherished violin, he came

to America.
Llse many another of his countrymen, he

found a welcome in the Italian colony ol
New York City, and was soon one of th<
army of Itinerant musicians which wa:

suoh a well-known feature of New York lire
a dozen years ago. Many a weary mile
he trumped, playing the alr3 of his native
land, accompanied oy, at times, a harpist
then a mandedin or guitar, as circumstance*-
compelled. 1'upila ther were ne>ne, noi
could Alesio secure employment with anj
of the' orchestras. For the first he was un
fitted because of his lack of knowledge ol
the language of the land, and his obscurltj
was the- har to consideration in the lattci
case. Still he existed and fared bettei
than he did in Italy, anel there were a few
dollars to his credit in the Banex> lta.li.-i
against the> rainy day that seldom falls tc
come to the poor.
One day Aletdo found that he coulel not

rise from his bed. The grave old doctor
salel It was lung trouble, accompanied l>.v
fever, due to constant exposure. Koi
weeks he lay tossing In delirium, his wife-
ever faithfully at his side. Their slender
store was sex>n exhausted. Then cauie thel
help from his charitably Inclined country¬
men. but they had their own mouths to
feed anel benlies to clothe, so what will
you? A man can but die. So thought
Alesio as he lay slowly convalescing and
regretful of his retnm to a dreary life.
There was one friend who remained stead¬

fast, but he. poor fellow, was no better off
than Alesio. He was only a Journeyman
barber in 11 cheap Italian barber shop In a
cheap neighborheKHl In I.rooklyn, and he
had little better knowledge of English than
Alesio.
There came into the barber shop onp

day a man who wanted to get shaved in a
hurry A violin on a table near at hand
attracted his attention, and the conse¬
quent conversation between him and the
barh»* turned on that subject. The man

said he was a buyer of violins and a con¬
noisseur. an<l did he barber know any one
who had any old violins'.' No, the barber
did not recall any one of his acquaintances
who had any of the desired instruments
Perhaps if the gentleman would call again
he would make inquiries and could perhaps
inform him. The gentleman said ho would.
and had not gone live minutes when the
barber remembered Alesio.
"Perhaps Alesio might sell his violin."

he soliloquized. -'I have often heard him
say that it was a good one. Why didn't
I think of it before?" 11
True to, his word, the barber on his next

visit broached the subject to the invalid, i
Alesio would not hear of it. What! sell
his beloved violin, his grandfather's iustru-
ment. his heirloom! Never! Sooner have
death come. But the barber persisted, and
pointed out that with the money It would
bring Alesio could go back to Italy, to the
clime where one did not roast one day and
freeze the next, and he pointed out that
if Alesio died his widow would have to sell
the instrument for bread, and. anyhow,' it
was only a "fiddle," and one could always
get another, although it might not be so
old, nor have belonged to one's grand- I
father.
Wearied with the constant arguments

and noting the fading locks of his wife.
Alesio finally consented, and he and the I
barber awaited the coming of the buyer.It was several weeks before the latter ap¬
peared. and the barber took him to New
York to interview Alesio. It required sev¬
eral visits before the poor player could
force himself to part with his beloved
violin, but finally an agreement was
reached, a goodly sum of money turned
over to Alesio and his wife, and the con¬
noisseur departed with his prize carefully
wrapped in Its case. The barber said that
when the visitor had left Alesio's house
barely a few minutes the sick man jumped
from his bed and ran after his visitor with
the money in his hands. The buyer had
jumped on a car. and Alesio followed a
whole block before he fell fainting and
was tenderly picked up and carried home
by the barber and Alesio's wife. So endedthe history of the violin in the hands of its
Italian possessors.
The violin was purchased by Henry

Saunders, a restaurant keeper, now at No.
92 Broadway. Brooklyn, E. D. Mr. Saun¬
ders Is a well known collector and Is a
fairly good amateur performer on the in¬
strument. When he saw the violin he knew
at once it was of very ancient make, out
of a model the like of which he had never
seen before. It was in very bad condition.
The back was loose, the finger board de¬
pressed and the sides open in places, while
it "leaked" at several minute cracks. But
the varnish was of the famed deep olive
finish so famous in the Cremona school,
and its tone, even in its dilapidated condi¬
tion, was singularly pure and sweet.

It was placed in the hands of an expert,
Carl Lanzer, of Ten Eyck street, Brooklyn,
who is the dean of violin makers and ex¬
perts In this country, and father of the
noted violinist of the same name, of this
city. Another son Is one of Brooklyn's
best known surgeons. Lanzer's name is as
well known in the musical world, where
his opinion is considered final, as that of
the Cremona violin itself. Under his care¬
ful manipulation, the instrument was re¬
stored to its pristine glory, and. barring
a few marks from the ravages of time and
ill-usage, is as good as the day It was first
turned out. perfected, from the hands of
Its maker. *
"To the best of my belief." said Mr.

Lanzer. in his certification of the instru¬
ment. "this violin is a genuine Guarneriua.
and.I think, was made by l'etrus Guar
nerius."
The Guarneri were a famous family of

violin makers of Cremona. The founder of
the house, Andreas (Andrtis) Guarnerius.
was a pupil of Nicoii Amati. the genius of
the Amati family, and the Guarneri instru¬
ments carry dates from 1650 to 1695. An-
dreas's sons. .Joseph (about 1690-1780) and
IMetro (Petrus) (1690-17:50), produced excel¬
lent violins, as did Pietro's son, of the
same name, who worked in Venice. The
genius of thi* family was Joseph, surnamed
Del Gesu (1683-1745), a nephew of Andreas,
whose violins are held in high esteem,
amateurs paying as high as from $3,000 to
$5,000 for them.
That the instrument is a genuine Guar¬

nerius is admitted by other experts, as well
as Lanzer. some, however, maintaining that
it is of the Joseph Guarnerius make, among
the experts who have examined the violin
and testified to its antiquity being V.
Winkler. W. G. Merritt. Fritz Eisner. Pe¬
tersen Vitale, Carl Venth. Z. Taylor, Rich¬
ard Arnold, Professor Jacobs, Flechter.
who was recently convicted of stealing a
Stradivarius, and who. whatever may be
said of his honesty, is an expert; Ge-
munder, and any number of orchestra lead-
el's and amateur and professional violinists
in this city and Brooklyn.
The violin is remarkable in that it is

deeper through the back to the front than
any instrument ever turned out by the old
masters by fully a half iiK'h. The curves
rise gracefully, both In back and front, bur
with an abruptness and boldness that arc
startling, the nearest approach to the re-
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markable curving being the Stainer violin,
which, however, falls away in easier lines
and curves to the purfling. This is what
gives the Instrument its remarkable volume
in its deep tones, for on the G and I)
strings the tone is like a violoncello, while
in.the upper register. In A and E, it is
strong, sweet and harmonious. In andante
playing the tone is pure, even and mellow,
with the singing quality for which the old
Italian master's productions are famous.
The strings respond t« the slightest touch
of the bow. while in tones in rapid passages
the notes are distinct, sonorous and sym<
pathetic, the blend and equality being re

markable as the instrument is in its ap¬
pearance. The carrying capacity of the
violin has been tested any number of times
in the churches and halls of this city and
Brooklyn. Its remarkable appearance of
preservation is due to the excellent care
which its present owner takes of it. as ho
never leaves it at his place of business over
night, but locks it up in a safe at his
home, and It is only produced when some
trusted friend or well-known connoisseur
or player makes a date beforehand to
play or see It. Mr. Saunders has insured
ft lor $1,000. While he has not placed any
value on it at a sale price, it is doubtful
If lie would sell his prize for five times
that amount.
The "life" of a carefully kept violin is

said by experts to be 250 years, when, as

has been shown by microscopical examina¬
tions, the cellular tissues of which the
wood is composed, begin to decay and the
tone of the instrument to deteriorate, but
there is every indication that Mr. Saun¬
ders's instrument is good for another half-
century at least.

"CRUISE OF THE MARGARITA."

Amateurs to Produce a Play Illustrative of
Cuba's Struggle.

"The Cruise of the Margarita," a play
illustrative of Cuba's struggle for liberty,
will soon be produced by the Sterling Dra¬
matic Club, of Brooklyn. The play Is a

new one, and was written expressly for
the club by Raphael Navarro, Jr., the son of

Raphael Navarro, the well-known musician.
Miss Martha Brlggs, the soprano soloist of
the Park M. E. Church, of New York City,
has been engaged to take the leading part.
A company of genuine Cuban soldiers
armed with machetes and wearing the field
uniform of the insurgents will appear in
the play.
The cpst will include the following well-

known anmieurs: Augustus Oelrichs, C. C.
Sawyer, E. J. Force, W. T. Wyatt, C. M.
Becker, P£rcival Shultz and others. The
play will be produced at the Criterion The¬
atre early in November-

MysteriousWoman Who Haunted
Telegraph Offices in the

Early Morning.
Always Dressed in Black and Indus-

triously Wrote Columns of
Manuscript.

GAVE AWAY MONEY GENEROUSLY.

No One Knew Who She Was and No One
Ever Read Any of Her Writings.Tipped

Messenger Boys and Operators
and Was Kind to Beggars.

Although she's at least forty years of
age, she's petite and has a sweet face,
which would not fail to attract attention
anywhere.
Aside from the fact that, as far as is

known, she always dressed in black, this is
a brief description of an Interesting, yet
mysterious, woman, who is known through¬
out both the Eastern and Western districts
of Brooklyn, as far as telegraph offices are

concerned.
Her name'(
No one seems to know, except "The

Mother of Humanity," which is merely an

alias bestowed upon the woman in question
by the messenger boys and telegraph opera¬
tors, who have known her and received her
liberal tips for services rendered, real or

Imaginary.
For the past eighteen months she has ap¬

peared daily at some telegraph office in

Brooklyn between the hours of midnight
and 4 o'clock in the morning, full of busi¬
ness and carrying a fat purse.
Now she's disappeared. In other words,

she hasn't been seen since last Monday
morning, and, although the police have not

been officially notified, the telegraph and
telephone wires have been kept hot with
messages Inquiring as to her whereabouts.
Her favorite location was the lower end

of Broadway. She was last seen in the
Western Union Telegraph office at No. Ill

Broadway, where she appeared early Mon¬

day morning, about 4:30 o'clock. She was

dressed as usual, in an expensive gown of
black, butj. contrary to her usual quiet, in¬

teresting manners, she talked in a very bit¬
ter manner about men in general. She de¬
nounced numerous prominent men, saying
their regard for women, their wives and
daughters, was merely a brilliant soap bub¬

ble, which vanished before it could be thor¬
oughly enjoyed. .

When "The Mother of Humanity first
appeared at the telegraph offices in Brook¬
lyn every morning before day dawned, the
clerks and operators found her a most con¬

genial visitor. But 110 matter how diplo¬
matic they were, she managed to evade all
questions as to her identity. That is, so far
as her name and address were concerned.
She did admit, however, to Manager^ Hay-
den, of the Western Union office, at No. Ill
Broadway, that she was a writer for the
newspapers and that her husband is a

wealthy stock broker residing in Boston.
She also remarked on one Occasion that she
had a son, seventeen years old. She claimed
in a burst of confidence early one morning
that she would not live with her husband
because he refused to listen to her views
on what should be done for "confiding young
wives, who could not manage gay hus¬
bands."
The first few mornings this mysterious

woman would visit the telegraph offices
and using only her own pencils and paper,
write columns of manuscript, and during
almost every one of these early morning
visits she was most liberal with tips. For
instance, a messenger boy who sharpened
her pencil was quite unfortunate if he did
not receive at least 25 cents for his troub'e.
And then the other employes had to be paid
something for permitting the mysterious
visitor to use the company's desks.
In'the neighborhood of the City Hall "The

Mother of Humanity" was always a visitor

noun.
most welcome, and it is stated that all that
generally remained in her purse out of a

$10 bill would not pay Bridge fare
Patrolman Meclian, of the Bedford p-

nue Station, and Patrolmen Jones and Max-
well stationed at the Broadway Ferry,
were all well acquainted with "The Mother
of Humanity." and tell many interesting
stories of their experiences with her.
The policemen believe that the woman is

mildly insane, the insanity resulting from
harsh treatment at the hands of a lover or
husband; in all probability the latter. That
she has written manuscripts enough to
make volumes during the past eighteen
months is an undisputed fact, but, although
all sorts of excuses have been made to see
some of her writings, the efforts have been
In vain. Even the telegraph messengers
who rejoiced in the receipt of her liberal
tips have stolen some of the MSS.. but
"The Mother of Humanity" has always de¬
tected the theft and recovered a copy be¬
fore it could be read.
At times this mysterious, , well-dressed

woman in black would write for two oi

three hours, and, according to what the
telegraph office employes say, the copy
looked very businesslike. Then she would
iuinp up hurriedly and, after distributing a
few coins atpong the boys, disappear, al¬
ways making her way to the ferries at the
foot of Broadway.
Night after night, or, rather, morning

after morning, some one of her Incidental
friends followed her across the ferry to New
York. But just as many mornings as tliesf
explorers made all sorts of efforts to locate
her destination, they met with syn¬
onymous results, i. e., "The Mother of Hii
ma'nlty" disappeared in a most mysterious
fashion just as soon as she reached the mys¬
terious byways of Franklin square. Imme
diately beneath the New York approach te
the big Bridge.
Aside from the few policemen in ques

tion. this strange woman in black nevei
spoke to any one, except, of course, the
telegraph employes, with one exception.
The exception was beggars, male or fe

male and, as far as is known, no one evci

appealed to her for alms in vain. And this
doesn't mean that she gave them a penny oi
two or three, but quarters and half dollars
and even dollars seemed to enrich all whc
applied for aid. In fact, at least a dozen
professional beggars wait for her along Ful
ton street and Broadway, even now, expect
lng her to return, but the policemen and
others who have known and watched her
for the past eighteen months say she Is
either sick, or that she lias returned to her
husband in Boston, or wherever he may be.

It may be the woman is insane, but those
who know her wonder that relatives oi
friends have not found hei before, and the
facts as to where she replenishes her sup
ply of money would be somewhat interest¬
ing.
As to jewelry, she never wore any. ex¬

cept a long gold chain, from which dan¬
gled a small gold watch, on ,the case of
which was engraved "M. F."

FATHER MALONE'S STOLE.
t Is the Only One of the Kind Outside the

Coilege of Cardinals at Rome,
j and Is Highly Prized.

The ltev. Sylvester Malone, regent of the
State University and rector of Sts. Peter
and Paul's Churc-h, Wythe avenue and
South Second street, Williamsburg, is the
possessor of a unique and magnificent re-

versible preaching stole, the only one of its
kind outside of the (College of Cardinals at
Rome.
The stole is the object of much curiosity,

and clergymen from all parts of tb* world
have pronounced it to be the finest speci¬
men of Its kind. The stole is made of Ro¬
man purple and white satin and trimmed
with silver embroidery and lace, with tas¬
sels to match. On the panels is a running
vine of lilies of the valley, painted in oil
colors. At the base of the vine Is a wreath
of tiger lilies, in the centre of which is em¬
broidered a cross in silver. Tlie purple side
will be exposed at all the services in Lent
and Advent, and the white 011 solemn high
occasions.
Vestments of this kind are generally im¬

ported from France and Italy, but this one
is of American manufacture. This beauti¬
ful vestment Is a superb specimen of Amer¬
ican artistic ability.
The idea of making a stole which would

be a firting tribute to present to the fa¬
mous priest was conceived by a young pre¬
late who had traveled through Europe and
seen the one at Home. While speaking of
the beautiful specimen of Italian handi¬
work at the College of Cardinals.' in the
clubrooms of the Young Men's Union, one
of rhe members, who is an artistic genius,
declared that lip could imitate the specimen
at Koine. A large gathering was present at
the time the assertion was made, and the
wiseacres of the society declared that such
an idea was not feasible. After the as¬
semblage had dispersed nothing more was
thought of the subject until the announce¬
ment was made several months afterward
that the work the young man strove to
emulate was accomplished. At first the
story was not credited, until the designer
and decorator of the stole entered the
rooms, bringing with him the proof of his
assertions.
Father Malone prizes this stole very high¬

ly, as it is symbolic of his teachings.

WILL OPPOSE PAT HAYES.

Young Democrats Who Object to His Lead¬
ership Organize an Oppo¬

sition Club.

The young Democrats of the Thirteenth
Ward, Brooklyn, have formed an organi¬
zation known as the Columbian Club. The
organization Is composed of the sons of
some of the most influential men of the
Eastern District and the brightest young
men in the ward.
Speaking of the now club, John J. Dixon

says: "This club was organized by repre¬
sentative Democratic young men of the
ward, who were disgusted at the action of
Pat Hayes, who is supposed to be the
king of 'the ward. Any young man who
favors true Democratic principles is wel¬
come to become a member of our organiza¬
tion. None of the members of this organi¬
zation are office holders or seekers. Our
motive In working for the cause is not to
secure offices, if the Democratic party be
favored with the Presidency. The busi¬
ness interests of the majority of our mem¬
bers are far too great to sacrifice for
political offices."
The club will hereafter meet every Fri¬

day evening at Heiser's Assembly Rooms,
No. 156 Broadway.

$P©rt$tECR'$ Goods.

FREE CURE FOR MEN.
A lUieliijfnii Man Offers tc Send His

Discovery Free.

Claims to Be n Benefactor to Suffer¬
ing; Mankind.

A citizen of Kalaniozoo, Mich., believes he has
solved the problem as to whether life Is worth
the struggle. In his own particular case, there
Is no doubt but what he is glad to be alive, and
the Information regarding it he agrees to send
free to any man who will take the trouble to
write for It. From his statement. It seems that
for many years he suffered with extreme nervous-

'ness.
Like many others, he tried various remedies

offered by specialists, and it was this experience
that drove him to a little study and research for
his own benefit. He asserts that his twenty years'
suffering, both mentally and physically, was
turned to unbounded joy in a single night
through a rare combination of medicines that
literally made him young again. It Is the pre¬
scription of this discovery that his enthusiasm
leads him to offer free to any man. young or old,
who feels that he needs something that will
brace him up and enable liim to be prepared for
any undertaking which may present itself. There
is no question lint what in his individual case
the results were just as described, and it seems
quite probable that almost any man who believes
himself to be weak may profit by sending for this
free prescription. Many people wonder how he
can afford to send this prescription free, but it
costs him but little to do so, and he feels a

philanthropic interest in giving ailing men an op¬
portunity to cure themselves. A request to H. C.
Olds. Rax 1107. Kalamazoo. Mich., for his free
prescription will be promptly and privately com¬
piled with.

"Complete
Manhood

AND

How to Attain It."

A Wonderful New
Medical Book,written
for Men Only. One
copy may be had free
on application.

ERIE MEDICAL CO.
BUFFALO, N. Y.

£ U A ID HEALTH RESTORES YOUTH
g 11 n I s\ «f(j[ carer To gray hair, covers i;am

fcpots. Stops Dandruff. Hair Falling, i'Citlp l>i*eas«,
etr Don't Stain Skfn, 60c. postpaid. K»-nd to ONDON SUPPLY C0.4
O 851 Broadway. N. Y. for lluir Book and Kill Corn, both FREE-

npACNESS AND HEAD NOISES
U Ln I CUftCD.(,urINVISIBLETU&ECuahfauh'ef£

whfn all rl e falls, as glasst-s help ctea. fc>EL?-Al£
JUSTINO. NO PAIN WhU]>«ra heard, bend to K. 11 in- (T ar j£
eox Co., liroatiwnv. X. Y., for Dook aud Proofs s IH&B3

Sportsmen's floods.

FREE
TO tiAtl) HtfiDS.

We. will mail on appli¬
cation, free information
how to grow hair upon
a bald head, stop falling
hair and remove scalp
diseases. Address,
Altenhelm Med. Dispen¬

sary, Dept. W.. Box
779, Cincinnati, Ohio.

FOR LITTLE.
That's what we are giving this week on Sideboards and

all Dining Room Furniture.

BIGGEST VALUES EVER OFFERED.
Not only have we the largest and best stock, but

ALWAYS THE VERY LOWEST PRICES.

Only $13.00, regular $20.00 Sideboard, 4 feet long; solid
oak, .finely carved, French bevel plate.

CHEAPEST AND BEST BOARD IN THE COUNTRY.
$15.00 Sideboard, 3 ft. 6 in. long, for $9.00.
$19.00 Sideboard, 8 ft. 10 in. long, for $12.00.
$27.00 Sideboard, 4 ft. long, $15.00.
$35.00 Sideboard, 4 ft. long, $20.00.
$56.00 Sideboard, 5 ft. long, $32.00.

CASH OR LIBERAL CREDIT.
IE CO., 55310 571 \m St., Brooklyn, 1.1 '

Sportsmen's Goods. Sportsmen's ®oo$$.

The Victor Intercollegiate Football
is the official football, and is used

\ .. '

on leading college gridirons through¬
out the United States*

The Victor League Baseball is the
official baseball, and has been

played with on nearly every
diamond of importance

th's year*
The Victor Basket Ball
is the official basket

ball, it having been
adopted by the Y.

M. C. A.'s of
America.
We have outfitted
more baseball
teams this year
fir n any other

he use In Am¬
erica.

Victor
Athletic

Goods
Comprise every¬
thing for Football, Base-

' ball, Tennis, Golf, Cycling,
Gymnasium and Field Sports.

AND WE MAKE 'EM

OVERMAN WHEEL CO.,
23 WARREN STREET, - - - NEW YORK.


